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Zoom it live 2020 “Speak Up and Act Out! On Air!”

Dr. YUEN Hau-lung Samson
Teacher-in-charge of the Drama Club

Tang Shiu Kin Victoria Government Secondary School

(The article below was first published in EDB Pulse, Issue: April 2021, under the title “Speak Up and
Act Out! On Air!”. The copyright of this article is not restricted but authorization by the author must
be sought before it is published elsewhere.)

Stage is to actors what water is to fish. As a drama teacher, I always find it thrilling to see my students
shine on stage where they can find their confidence, satisfaction and recognition. However, owing to
the outbreak of COVID-19, most of the drama activities in school that involve physical contact have
been postponed, shelved or even cancelled. It really gnaws at my heart whenever the young talented

actors from our Drama Club ask me whether they will have a chance to perform again.

Thanks to the advances of technology, as Joe Leung, Chief Curriculum Development Officer of NET
Section, once mentioned, teachers can now defy ‘the confines of time and space and creating virtual
learning environments and experience’. In November this year, the NET Section of the Education
Bureau organized an online drama competition called ‘Speak Up — Act Out!” Improvised Drama
Competition 2020/21. It was a competition in which students improvised a radio drama and performed
it live via Zoom. Students were given only ninety minutes to prepare for the script and performance
based on a stimulus. When our school’s NET, Ms. Lai-ling Wong, and I come across the promotion
materials of the competition in October, both of us did not even give it a second thought and agreed
unanimously to join the competition as it offered the grimmer of hope that our S5 students would
shine on stage again before their graduation. The time was extremely tight before the competition but
with her eagerness, Ms Wong was able to compile all the training materials and offer to coach the six

participants — five from Secondary 5 and one from Secondary 3.

As a co-trainer, I witnessed how these six participants had transformed from feeling confused to
enjoying the competition. Confused because it was their first time to act in a ‘virtual’ environment
even though they had multiple stage experiences. Unfamiliar with the new form of performance, the
team failed to come up with a complete story during the training session. They realized how different
a radio drama was since they had to create the context with their voices and sound effects instead of
using props, backdrops and costumes. Luckily, no sooner had they reminisced the team spirit they
once held in previous competitions than the frustration on their faces evaporated. Upon hearing Ms
Wong’s practical advice, they reflected on their failure and subsequently changed their strategies for

the competition.

Their new strategies seemed to work. On the day of the competition, they came up with a creative



radio drama based on the given stimulus ‘Treasure Hunt’. It was a story about two teams of students
in pursuit of a treasure that a national museum lost. Their seamless cooperation, innovative script and
realistic sound effects won the adjudicators’ applauses. Finally, the students were once again able to

shine on the stage, though it is only virtual, and took the first prize home.

To many students, COVID-19 might be a nightmare or even a big setback in life, but the achievement

and experience they gained from this competition would definitely bring them a sweet memory.

Sharing of the participants

Ryan (5C)

“Frankly, my teammates and I weren’t really expecting much out of the competition, we joined for
the sake of memories and experience, and obviously for the fun of it. I’ve learnt that communication
is truly the key to a successful performance and script. I’ve also learnt that input from all members is
also extremely crucial to a cohesive script and performance. Words cannot describe how grateful I
am to be given the opportunity to take part and win such an innovative competition. This was truly

an eye-opener, and the lessons I’ve learnt will surely stick by me as I grow up.”

Joanna (3D)

“During the competition, I got nervous because I mostly doubted myself. I had all kinds of negative
thinking such as “I might make a mistake and make our team lose because of it”. But when Ryan said
it didn’t matter if we lost and having fun while doing it was what mattered, it actually helped me.
When we attended the training, we did have lots of fun - putting ideas we all worked on and helping
each other on how to improve. When we heard we got first place, we all jumped up and screamed! |
mean who wouldn’t? But I’ve learned that winning is not important but having fun while doing it is

what makes you happy.”

Emile (5D) : “Although we had barely any experience, we were all able to overcome our nervousness
and fear of the unknown. We were obviously over the moon when we heard we had won despite being
up against a dozen groups of what seemed like professional voice actors. Our teachers were very

supportive of us, and we definitely could not have got to where we are without them.”

Wendy (5D) : “Before the start of the competition, I felt very nervous with a sense of unease. I thought
of a lot of things that could go wrong at any moment. Then when the time came, I felt scared because
it all happened so quickly. I was glad that my friends and teammates had backed me up. After the
competition, I was relieved that it was over, but was still anxious to know about the results. After the
results came out, I was surprised and excited that we had won. I would like to thank my teachers and
the organizers to have let me and my friends have this opportunity (to join the competition). Thank

"’

you
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Three Friends and a Great Piece of Modern Art

S6 Ella Wong
Holy Trinity College
Play: Art
Playwright: Yasmina Reza
Translator: Weigo Lee
Performing group: Dionysus Contemporary Theatre
Performance: 13/8/2021, 8pm
Thretre: Lyric Theatre, HKAPA

“Art” follows three friends - Serge (Chan Suk Yi), Marc (Anthony Wong), and Yvan (Chu Pak
Hong), as they arrive at a dramatic conflict over Serge’s one-million-dollar purchase of a white

painting.

The subject of the heated debate - a white painting with a few white diagonal lines, opens the play
as a centrepiece of the stage. An object of ambiguous meaning, it remains the central source of
contention, but every now and then, the characters digress into other matters, as we often do in a
conversation. This convoluted discussion is as much about art as it is about their mid-life crises and
enduring grudges. It begins with Serge and Marc arguing due to their artistic differences, while
middleman Yvan comes to the rescue (and fails), and the debate snowballs with escalating

ridiculousness.
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Serge is a lover of modern art. He is enthusiastic about the white painting and wants his friends to
appreciate it as much as he does. He also takes himself too seriously. Marc adheres to traditional art,
and refuses to acknowledge the artistic value of a blank canvas. He is also disgruntled by Serge’s
self-importance. Yvan, the most modest of the three, does not care about the painting in the slightest
bit. He has his own worries - exasperated in the process of planning his upcoming wedding, all the

while acting as a mediator to reconcile differences between Serge and Marc.

The trio, each of them specific in temperament, manages to enrapture the audience in this long-
winded conversation about art, and you become increasing involved in this pedantic debate with

seemingly no end in sight.

The play takes place in only three locations - the home of Serge, Marc, and Yvan, so the stage
design is kept simple and minimalistic, yet effective and smooth in its transitions. A change in the
location is signified by a different painting in the backdrop — a white painting of Serge’s, a
landscape painting of Marc’s, and a painting by Yvan’s father, each a statement of the character’s
dispositions. The trio moves around the stage fluidly - resting on a sofa here and there, leaning
against a wall, answering the door at the back, so that the stage never feels too large for three
people. They are in constant motion, each taking up space in some corner of the stage. There is not

a moment of stagnancy.

The stage devices of “Art” are clever. Sometimes, with a turn of the head, the lights dim and one

character comes within focus, and he tells the audience his unspoken thoughts, essentially breaking
the fourth wall. And then he returns to the actual conversation with feigned courtesy, with the others
unaware of his confessions to us. As if establishing a secret relationship with the characters, we feel

closer to them, and hence become more interested in what they have to say.

The strength of “Art” lies mainly in its witty dialogue, with the three actors’ charming delivery and
chemistry to match. It plays out like a real conversation — overlapping voices, a slip-of-the-tongue
profanity, personal attacks, side-tracking, admitting defeat, getting back to bickering again - the
play manages to keep the audience engaged by pushing the limits of absurdity. Sometimes, “Art”
becomes so absurd that it borders on slapstick comedy, with antics served mostly by Yvan, so that
the audience erupts in fits of laughter every time he comes on stage. You can see the actors pause a
bit for the audience to clap and cheer after a punchline or a clever joke, and that is perhaps what is
special about theatre — an immediate give-and-take between the audience and the performer, which
1s so unique every time that you cannot help but wonder how the actors have adapted their

performance to the audience’s response.
Chu as Yvan stands out particularly. In the middle section of the play is a frustrated monologue, in

which he vexedly mimics the tone of his wife and his mother, while rambling in one continuous

breath about the complications of designing wedding invitations. This comical outburst brings the
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first round of applause around the theatre, and sets the tone for the rest of the play, in which his
appearances are always accompanied with chuckles from the audience. It fills the play with a lively

energy that pulses all throughout.

The three actors deliver impressive and skilful performances in a play with such challenging
dialogue. “Art” is comprised of only conversations, some with no breaks in between, in which a
wrong line can easily disrupt the natural flow of talking. Yet “Art” flows so organically that it is
likely to mirror an argument from your own life, and it is all the more amusing as the trio is arguing
for the sake of arguing, unwilling to back down from their stance, and trying desperately to win the
others over. It is truly a delight to witness three experienced actors at work, each of them distinct in

character, coming together with the chemistry of three old friends.

The play is not so much a discourse on the value of modern art as an insight into the most peculiar
dynamics of friendship, and above all, a comedy which drives you to laugh all the way
through.“Art” is sharp, hilarious, and ceaselessly entertaining in the entirety of its runtime. I do not
know if “Art” has a moral subtext or message, or if there is a correct way of interpreting the play,
but ultimately, when art offers you a few laughs and a lot of enjoyment, even if it is a white

painting, is it not already enough?
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Teacher Training Course on Speech and Drama (2021-22)

Aims of course
1. Enable teachers to
— plan and implement a Speech and Drama curriculum for a group of students
— execute teaching work effectively at a professional level in the field speech and drama
2. Equip teachers to take professional diploma examination in speech and drama (eg, Diploma of Associate
Trinity College London (ATCL) - Speech and Drama)

Course Details

Lessons: A total of 24 lessons: 16 lessons on principles of teaching drama, 4 lessons on case studies,
and 4 lessons on lesson observations. The 16 lessons on principles of teaching drama will
be on the following Tuesday, 7:00-9:00pm , from Oct, 2021 to May, 2022.

Lesson Date Lesson Date Lesson Date

1 Oct 19, 2021 7 Jan 04, 2022 13 Mar 22, 2022
2 Oct 26, 2021 8 Jan 18, 2022 14 Apr 12,2022
3 Nov 09, 2021 9 Feb 8, 2022 15 Apr 26, 2022
4 Nov 16, 2021 10 Feb 22, 2022 16 May 03, 2022
5 Nov 30, 2021 11 Mar 08, 2022
6 Dec 14, 2021 12 Mar 15, 2022

Other learning activities will be arranged on other days from Oct, 2021 to May, 2022,

including

(1) principles and skills of the teaching of drama

(i) curriculum design of drama education

(iii)  applying drama to the teaching of subjects of various kinds
(iv) drama production

Venue: Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong School, Shatin.

Tuition Fee:  $19,800 (The fee includes tuition and course materials).
A 25% discount ($14,850) is offered for full time students.

Application:  Fill out the [ Application form for Teacher Training Course on Speech and Drama] and
mail it with a cheque payable to “Hong Kong Teachers Drama Association Ltd” to
“Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong School, Yue Tin Court, Shatin, NT.”

Deadline: Sep 30, 2021

Enquiry: 9629 7020

About Associate Trinity College London (ATCL)

Diploma on Drama Teaching
(refer to  http://www.trinitycollege.com/site/?1d=294)

— Teachers of this course are equipped to take ATCL (Speech and Drama) Diploma Exam offered by
the Trinity Guildhall on their own choice.

— The qualification of an ATCL Diploma is comparable to those of other qualifications available at
Level 4 in the National Qualifications Framework.

— It is recognized globally across 50 English speaking countries including UK, Wales, etc..

— The examination comprises 3 units, all of which must be passed for successful completion of the
diploma:
Unit 1 on Principles of Teaching
Unit 2 on Case Studies
Unit 3 on Teaching practical
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Application form
for Teacher Training Course on Speech and Drama (2021-22)

Fill out the application form and mail it with a cheque at HK$19,800 (full time student at $14,850) payable to “Hong
Kong Teachers Drama Association Ltd”

Mailing Address: Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong School, Yue Tin Court, Shatin, NT.

Attn: Dr. Wong Lai Ping

Deadline: Sep 30, 2021

Personal Particulars

Name(Eng): Name(Chinese)

Gender: (please v') o Female o0 Male Date of Birth (DD/MM/YY): / /
Nationality: ID Card No.:

Email Address: Tel (office): Tel(mobile):
Residential Address:

Correspondence Address (if different from above):

Education Qualification

Please list your education qualifications, starting with the highest level qualification you have gained:

Other studies related to Speech and Drama (if any):

Have you entered for any part of a Trinity diploma before? (please v') oYes ©0ONo

Teaching Career

School / Organization:

Drama teaching involved (please v')

oDrama as an arts subject ©ODrama as a module in language ©Drama as an extra-curricular activity

Any related drama teaching experience?

Signature: Date:

Office Use Only

Cheque Number: Bank:
Receiving date: Staff:
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