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Playlet-Making Based on Ancient Poetry:
The Origin and Evolution of Drama Revisited
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Abstract: Playlets based on well-known ancient poetry » the newest genre of drama etudes, are created
for all students to do in the classroom. They can also be linked together as an episodic children’ s
play to tour. In making such a playlet, the thin narrative elements in a short lyrical poem must be
developed into a suspenseful plot with at least two characters. Many ancient poems focus on only one
figure. It needs to be matched with a partner/rival. One leads to two, two to three. Drama was formed
that way as well in ancient Greek history. Poetry-based playlet can also shed new light on the origin
and evolution of drama, including meta—narrative—drama. Some poetry-based playlets, like Brecht’ s
didactic plays, show opposite views on the same social issue, in order to push people into dialectic
discussions. One leads to two, two to three. This pattern can also be applied in the the training of

playwrights, directors, and actors
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