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A play, set in China, about a dysfunctional
family. The piece requires a large cast and
5/6 musicians. The production style refers
to techniques of the Chinese Opera. The
father has suffered an injustice at the
hands of his employer and responds by
mistreating the eldest son. Then both sons,
along with their mother, become party to a
cycle of violence that is only brought in
check when a social worker calls on the
family and, quite literally, confronts them
with their hearts. The conflict appears to
be resolved until a second wife appears
and the violence begins all over again. The
theme is made palatable through its
stylised presentation — the strong visual
and musical components associated with
Chinese Opera. Inanimate objects are
brought to life with vivid characterization,
and this is a novel and effective device that
entertains and serves the
otherwise nightmarish elements of the plot.
The brothers, in particular, are well
characterized; they are sympathetic and
their dual function of narrators and
principal characters is an effective way to
draw in and inform the audience at the top
and tail of the play. The dialogue is lively
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and robust, and while the play is a little
short, it is a powerful piece of storytelling.
A universal theme is shown in an
interesting new light.
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